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Wagner's mother such as the " Frauenlob," 
written for Fran Johanna's thirty-seventh 
birthday, Sept. 20, 1815; and "Die Uberra- 
schung," dedicated to her in the following year, 
give a charming and, doubtless, true picture of 
life in the Geyer household, and portray the 
characters of the various children. All the 
Wagner children were strongly influenced by 
Geyer's noble personality, and we see again 
and again in Eichard Wagner the same striving 
for a higher German art, the hostility toward 
foreign influences and the glowing patriotism 
which characterized his stepfather. 

Bournot's second monograph is based on a 
careful investigation of original sources such 
as church records, letters and contemporary 
reviews. Herein it differs materially from 
earlier publications, most of which, as Bournot 
remarks, followed uncritically BSttiger's Ne- 
crology in the "Dresdner Abendzeitung " of 
October 29 and 30, 1821. 

Both monographs are of worth primarily as 
contributions to the biography of Wagner. In 
their treatment of Geyer they smack too much 
of the doctoral dissertation with its exaggerated 
estimate of the importance of the subject dis- 
cussed, and resurrect much that might well 
remain forgotten. 

Paul R. Pope. 

Cornell University. 



The Relations of Latin and English as 
Living Languages in England during 
the Age of' Milton. By Weldon T. 
Mtebs. Dayton, Va. : Ruebush-Elkins Co., 
1913. 8vo., 163 pp. 

The field under survey in this doctoral dis- 
sertation is divided by the author into three 
sections, as follows: I, Latin in the Schools 
and Universities ; II, Latin as an International 
Language ; III, Latin as a 'Substitute for Eng- 
lish. Each section is further subdivided, as 
follows : I, 1. Latin in the Schools ; 2. Latin 
in the University Curricula and University 
Administration; 3. Extra-curriculum Uses of 
Latin: II, 1. Latin in Official Correspond- 
ence; 2. Latin in Private Correspondence; 3. 



Publications in Latin: III, 1. Epistolary 
Latin; 2. Latin Prose; 3. Latin Poetry; 4. 
Diffusion of Latin. 

The scope of the essay will be perceived from 
this analysis. It would seem that none of the 
possible uses of Latin had been overlooked. 
But does this imply a consideration of " the 
relations " mentioned in the title ? Not neces- 
sarily. And indeed those relations are all but 
lost sight of. The title had therefore been 
more properly, The Uses of Latin, etc. The 
author's own statement of his theme (p. 10) 
indicates as much: "Latin, then, as a living 
and literary tongue alongside of English dur- 
ing the supreme classical age of Milton is the 
subject of this treatise." On this subject it is 
a creditable and highly useful piece of work, 
thorough-going, orderly, illuminating. It pre- 
sents both for the student of post-classic Latin 
and for the student of English literature, and, 
we may add, for the student of the history of 
education, an instructive body of fact amply 
supported by quotations. It suggests further 
valuable work. A paragraph of the Conclu- 
sion which speaks of the detriment to English 
prose from the large uses of Latin — summary 
statements which the writer made no attempt 
in his treatise to establish — expressly calls for 
a monograph on the evidences of Latin influ- 
ence on English prose in Milton's time. This 
work, for which Mr. Myers has laid a good 
foundation, would be well worth doing. 

The usefulness of the present monograph is 
impaired by the want of an index of names 
and quotations. The bibliography is too scant. 
The style, which in general is straight-forward 
and correct, suffers a few lapses and the proof 
was badly read. Page 90, read, "His exposi- 
tion of Jewish laws was," etc., not were; page 
138, omit " Latin " before " verses " and place 
it before " elegiacs " ; page 157, translate Sol oc- 
cubuit et nox nulla secuta est, 'the sun sank 
and no night followed,' or, 'the sun went to 
rest while it was still day'; page 164, Latin 
is spoken of as "lending idiom and style to 
grammar and sentence," which tiling can 
hardly be. 

Robert T. Kerlin. 

Virginia Military Institute. 



